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Samoset Resort Announces a Major Renovation and Scores High Marks with the readers of Travel + Leisure Magazine 
Rockport, ME (October 28, 2010) – Samoset Resort, one of New England’s premier resorts, announced today that the property will undergo major renovations to be debuted in early 2011 which will include the addition of a full-service, seaside spa, an Italian restaurant and three new luxury guest cottages.  These improvements are the result of a significant investment by Samorock LLC, an affiliate of Ocean Properties, Ltd., and will take place during the regularly scheduled seasonal closing, which commences on November 28, 2010.  The Resort will continue to service the group market in March and April and the health club and timeshare facilities will remain open during the entire renovation process. 
"We are extremely excited for our guests and our community to utilize our new, enhanced services and amenities, as we feel these improvements will further elevate our competitive position to the next level" said General Manager, Connie Russell.  “Equally as important is our commitment to the local community and its workforce, who we believe contribute greatly to the Resort being a world-class facility.”  Mr. Russell, a Maine native from Orono, has worked for Ocean Properties since 1987 and has worked at the Samoset since 1999.  Mr. Russell also currently serves as the Chairman of the Maine Inn Keeper’s Association.  He is a graduate of the University of Maine.
The improvements about to be embarked upon at the Samoset are an important boost to the local economy.  In addition to hiring local contractors such as Jake Barbour, Inc. of Owls Head, Ocean Properties has already created 22 additional jobs locally by hiring members of the community to work on the project over the winter.
With all the recent improvements made to The Samoset, the hotel has had increased visibility, most notably the recent accolade from Travel + Leisure’s 15th Annual World’s Best Awards Readers’ Poll.  The Samoset ranked #40 in its categories of “America’s Best Family Hotels” and “World’s Best Family Hotels and Cruises.”  Readers ranked the Samoset based on its rooms, facilities, location, service, restaurants/food and value.  Also in 2010, The Samoset Golf Course was rated #3 in the Top Five Northern Golf Resorts category by Condé Nast Traveler’s Top 80 Golf Resorts list.
-more-

When the renovations are complete in early 2011, The Samoset will debut a brand-new Italian restaurant called La Bella Vita Restaurant and Enoteca Lounge.  La Bella Vita will feature an authentic antipasto Bar, a wood-fired oven and marketplace for Italian specialty foods.  La Bella Vita will replace what is currently Marcel’s and the Breakwater Café.
The resort will also have a full-service spa with five treatment rooms, a first for the Samoset.  Finally, the resort will be adding three new luxury guest cottages which will meet the growing need for accommodations similar to the extremely popular and recently renovated Flume Cottage, which re-launched in 2010.
Among the renovations already completed at the Samoset within the last two years are a family-friendly, zero-entry, free form pool complete with a hot tub and outdoor fire pit added in 2009. A convenient full-service “Splash” pool bar and café was also added to the pool area. 
In 2010, eighteen suites, including the Breakwater Luxury Suite and the Hot Tub Suites, were refurbished to add new furniture, bedding, fixtures, lighting, moldings, vanities, mirrors and 32” LDC Flat screen televisions.  In addition, the Flume Cottage was completely renovated to include a new kitchen, bathrooms, floors, windows, furnishings and soft-goods.  The golf cart fleet was also updated to include 72 brand-new vehicles.

For more information and booking, please visit www.samosetresort.com or call 800.341.1650.
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About Samoset Resort

Nestled between cosmopolitan Rockland and the Norman Rockwell-like Camden, Maine, the AAA Four Diamond, Samoset Resort crowns a lovely 230 acre waterfront complex at the edge of Penobscot Bay.  The spectacular 18-hole PGA championship golf course, complete with an on-site coordinator, ensures guests’ experience will be memorable. 

The 178-room seasonal hotel features a state of the art health club, indoor and outdoor heated pools, tennis, basketball, playground and complimentary Wi-Fi access throughout the guestrooms and public spaces.  It also features world-class dining and an in-season children’s program called Sam-O-Camp.
Samoset Resort has been a leading resort choice for over a century for visitors to the coast of Maine seeking the perfect retreat for a romantic getaway, family vacation or group outing.

