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Cornelius “Connie” Russell of Samoset Resort 

Awarded Innkeeper of the Year by the
Maine Innkeepers Association
Freeport , November 14, 2010 …Cornelius, “Connie” Russell, General Manager of the Samoset Resort in Rockport,  Maine, was named Innkeeper of the Year by the Maine Innkeeper’s Association (MEIA) at their 89th Annual Meeting & Conference held at the Cliff House Resort & Spa, on November 8, 2010.   The prestigious award, presented annually to an active Innkeeper who has significantly contributed to the development of the Maine Innkeepers Association, was presented to Russell by Peter Daigle of Lafayette Hotels. 
The inscription on the award read: ‘To an Innkeeper who knows no bounds. Connie is always gracious and generous whether he is hosting an MEIA Board meeting or a local or statewide charitable event. A well deserved honor.’                        

A second generation hotelier, Russell began his career in 1987 with Ocean Properties Ltd. and held management positions at multiple hotels in Maine, New Hampshire, Colorado, Arizona and Florida.  He has been the General Manager at the Samoset Resort since 1999 where he has overseen numerous multi-million dollar capital improvement projects, most recently overseeing the construction of the resort’s free form zero entry pool.  
Russell’s service on several boards of directors includes Past Presidency of the Penobscot Bay Regional Chamber of Commerce, State Vice President of the New England Inns and Resorts Association, Maine State Chamber of Commerce, Governor Appointed Maine Rural Development Authority and he is a member of the Rockland Rotary Club. He has served as President of the Maine Innkeepers Association and currently serves as Chairman of the Board.
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“I am completely surprised but very much honored by this great recognition from my peers,” said Russell. “I have organized awards for others in the past, but to be on the receiving end of such a great honor is overwhelming.  I would like to personally thank the Ocean Properties Family, a first class operation, for whom I have enjoyed working for my entire career.” 
Russell coaches his son in the Maine Coast Skater’s Association youth hockey organization.  He is an avid player himself, where his previous team went undefeated in 2009 with a 28-0 record. He and his wife Juliet and their daughter Jacqueline and son Connor reside in Rockport.   

	Russell was born in Bangor and attended Orono High School and the University of Maine graduating with a B.S. degree in Resource Economics. 
 Photo: Cornelius “Connie” Russell, General Manger of the Samoset Resort, accepts the Innkeeper of the Year award from Peter Daigle of Lafayette Hotels, at the Maine Innkeeper Association’s 89th Annual Meeting & Conference.
About the Maine Innkeepers Association: The Maine Innkeepers Association, a leading provider of tourism information to both Maine’s lodging industry and its visitors, represents nearly 700 B&Bs, camps, cottages, hotels, inns, motels and resorts across Maine, and their suppliers. Through communication, education, promotion and government affairs, the Association helps its members achieve prosperity and deliver a quality product to the consumer. Maine Innkeepers Association is located in Freeport, ME and can also be found at www.maineinns.com. 
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